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FG: REVERCHON

. HIMALAYA
® i
February 12, 1998
Mr. Ed Gregory,.President Via Fax: 813-620-1808
United Shows of America :
PO Box 1089

Nolensville, TN 37435

RE:  Reverchon ‘Himalaya’Ride
Operating at the 1998 Florida State Fajr
Tampa, FL v

Dear Mr. Gregory:

From our conversation today regarding oferation of the "Himalaya" on three (3) motors instead
. of four (4), it is permissible provided you don'texcesd 10 revolutions per minute on the ride.

If you have any questions, please call.

- Sincerely,
B L_y)a-w»(z Tr—-,-\/,cluu‘}k-f

DANIEL T. KILINSKI, President,
Reverchon Industries, USA

DTK/md

7177 Lake Biutf Court « Wilsonvifte, Oregon 97070, USA « Phoms (503) 694-2003 - FAX (503) 694-1339
L.
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February 11, 1998

Mr. Ed Gregory, President Via Fax: 813-620.1808
United Shows,ofAmerica

PQ Box 1089
Nolensville, TN=* 37495

RE: Reverchon “Himalaya” Ride
Operating at the 1998 Florida State Fair
Tampa, FL

Dear Mr. Gregory:

There is no harm to the Reverchon ‘Himalaya” ride if the drive motors are welded to the
. drive wheels instead of being bolted

Sincerely,

Dmu._(i- 7? ‘%’(’% &4

DANIEL T. KILINSKI, President,
Reverchon Industries, USA

DTK/md

7177 Lake Bluff Court * Witsonvilie, Oreqon 97070 USA « Phone (503) 694-2803 - FAX (503) 6941339
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ATTENTION! STATE AMUSEMENT RIDE SAFETY INSPECTORS,
OFFICIALS, RIDE OWNERS/OPERATORS & INSURERS

REVERCHON, S.A, INDUSTRIES, FRANCE
"HIMALAYA"
April 22, 1998

On March 19, 1998, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) in
conjunciion with the Austin, Texas Police Department and the Texas Department of Insurance
" investigated an incident with the Reverchon "Himalaya" mobile amusement ride at the Austin-
Travis County Livestock Show & Rodeo in Austin, Texas. The incident involved the failure of a
lap bar restraint in car #19 which contained 1 male and 2 female passengers. The car's lap bar
disconnected from the floor fasteners and was ejected with the car's 3 passengers. One female
' passenger was Killed and-the two others were seriousiy injured. :

The Reverchom\!Himalaya" involved in this incident was manufactured in 1984 by
Reverchon, S.A. Industifesy/Fraoce. The U.S. representative for Reverchon Indusiries, USA is
Mr, Dan Kilinski in Wilsonville, OR. There are approximately 40 Reverchon “Himalaya"
rides operating in the United Statesyboth mabile and fixed-site units.

While the CPSC's investigation into the cause of the failure continues, in the interim, we
recomnmend inspection of the ride's critical areas, as follows:

1. Check floor fasteners to the lap bér forwear - "R" keys/pins - are recommended by
q manufacturer. Cotter pins are not recgmmended by the manufacturer.

2, Check lap bar latches for excessive wear amd secure attachment.
3. Ride speed should not exceed 10 rpm.

4. A ride with 2 or more inoperable cars should be inspgcted more thoroughly, repaired
and returned to service. :

For further information or clarification on this Safety Bulletin you may‘contact one of the
following;

Us CpPsC
Office of Compliance
Jay DeMarco at (301) 504-0608 ext 1353
Division of Mechanical Engineering
Tom Caton at (301) 504-0494 ext 1305
FAX (301) 504-0359
Reverchon Industries, USA, Wilsonville, OR
at (503) 694-2803

L

' : Ij'_.
,_J
. : TOTAL. P.02




MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 22, 1998
TO: - All Inspectors, via BFI Service/Safety Bulletin 98-14
FROM: Mike Rinehart, Operations & Management Consultant /%

SUBJECT: REVERCHON "Himalaya" CPSC Safety Alert 4/22/98

As you can see from the attached the CPSC finally came out with something.
Please remember, inaddition to those items mentioned in this Safety Alert (attached), and -
the BFI Service/Safety Bulletin 98-12, Reverchon recommended a "double locking device"

be installed on existing rides.

If you have any questions régarding this matter do not hesitate to give me a call.
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Mr. Ed Gregory, President Via Fax; 813-620-1808
United Shows of America : :

PO Box 1089

Nolensville, TN 37135

- RE: Reverchon “Himalaya® Ride
Operating at the 1098 FloridasState Falr
Tampa, FL Yy 3

Dear Mr. Gregory: - i

From our conversation {oday regarding operation o“f the "Himalaya™ on three (3) motors instead

of four (4), it is permissible provided you don't excéﬁd 10 revolutions per minute on the ride.
If you have any questions, please call,

Sincerely.

’C;va»Q - e—*->/(_,Ll-wok—f
DANIEL T. KILINSKI, Presiden),
Reverchon Industries, USA

DTK/md

7177 Lake Bluff Court = Wilsonville, Oregon 97070, S A. « Phone (503) 694-2603 - FAX (503) 694-1339

S _
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February 12, 1998
Mr. Ed Gregory,-President Via Fax: 813-620-1808
United Showé of America :
PO Box 1089

Nelensville, TN 37935

RE: Reverchon “Himalaya’Ride
Operating at the 1098 Florida State Fajr
Tampa, FL ’ .

Dear Mr, Gregory:

From our conversation today regarding operation of the “Himataya" on three (3) motors instead
. of four (4), it is permissible provided you don‘t'excesd 10 revolutions per minute on the ride,

If you have any questions, please call,

Sincerely,

—— , /“
Ii7) CWL\-Q l - "+>(,L‘4u@-k—f

DANIEL T. KILINSKI, Presiden,

Reverchon Industries, USA

1

DTK/md

O

7177 Lake Bluft Court Witsonville, Oreqon 97070, US A « Phone (503) 694-2603 - Fax {503} 694-1339
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February 11, 1998

Mr. Ed Gregory, President : Via Fax: 813-620-1808
United Shows ofAmerica

PO Box 1089
Nolengville, TN="374%5

RE: Reverchon “Himalaya" Ride _
Operating at the 1998 Florida State Fair-
Tampa, FL . :

Dear Mr. Gregory:

There is no harm to the Reverchon “Himalaya” ride if the drive motors are welded to the
. drive wheels instead of being bolted

Sincerely,

7;“"“‘“"-‘ A cl&m;;‘wf

DANIEL T. KILINSKI. President,
Reverchon Industries, USA

DTK/md

7177 Lake Bluff Court » Wilsonvilie, Oregion 97070 USA « Phone (503) 694.2803 « FAX (503) 69441339




Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services

BOB CRAWFORD, Commissioner
The Capitol ¢« Tallahassee, FL 32399-0800

Please Respond To:

Division of Standards

Bureau of Fair Ride Inspection
131 Administration Buijldj
3125 Conner Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1650
1-800-HELF FLA

Ph. (850) 488-9790, Fax (850) 488-9023

March 25, 1998

To all Humalaya Owners permitted during the last year.
Addressed to each individually.

RE:  Austin, TX, Himalaya Death of 3/19/98:

Prelimnary reperts onrthe above accident (copy attached) indicate, among other things, the passengers
were “thrown out” and“thé\lap bar on the car had broken away. The investigation into this tragedy is
continuing. However, indi¢atiéns are that officials are focusing on broken and/or too small cotter keys,
operating the ride after being fold f€ lap bar was detached, and/or the possibility that the ride was operating
to fast.

Because of this we want to reemphasize the manufacturer’s position and requirements as it relates to
Himalaya type rides operated in Florida (€opy of 3(7/97 Reverchon memo attached).

1. Cotter keys, or diaper pins, of any'typejare unacceptable and shall not be used to secure the
bottom of the lap bar.

2, "R" keys are required to secure the lap baf in/place.on both the right and left sides and the "R”"
keys must be of a sufficient size so that né“moyément or play occurs after they are inserted.

3. "-A block of wood shall be placed, and nailed down, near each "R" key to avoid patrons
placing their feet on or near the keys and eliminate the possibility of the keys being removed.

4, "R" keys shall be tied off to eliminate them being inadvergently, or intentionally, pulled out.

5. Operator's should be instructed and cautioned; any car's lap bar that,is found to not lock

_properly shall immediately cease being used until proper repairsiediybe made.

6. Rides shall not be operated in excess of the manufacturer's authorized or recorr_mended:&}peed
under any circumstances. o

If you have any questions in regard to this matter please do not hesitate to write or call.
Sincerely,

BOB CRAWFORD
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE

Michael W, Rinehart
Operations & Management Consultant
(850) 413-7756
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Deadly Texag’cafnival mishap probed

AUSTIN,‘Texas, Marchy24 (UPI) Police in Austin, Texas are
investigating the peSsibility that a broken restraining bar
caused a fatal accident onfa redeo carnival ride.

Investigators are laying the grbundsork for possible
negligent homicide charges’in thé agcident that killed
15-year-old Leslie Lane last Thursday-at the Austin/Travis
County Livestock Show and Rodéo. 207

Police say at least one person who rode thé Himalaya ride
before Lane was thrown out and killed said the'lap bar on her
car had broken away.

Lane, who was buried Monday, suffered fatal head injliries
when she svas thrown from the fast-moving ride. Two othér
people suffered minor injuries. Lane was a sophomoreHonor,
student at McNeil High School.

Police say their investigation is focusing on broken cotter
keys _thin metal pins that are supposed to hold the ride's
restraining bars in place. They are also looking into claims by
witnesses that the ride was moving too fast.

Police Sgt. Ken Cavett said today that "We are lookiﬁg at
everyone who had anything to do with that ride." .

No charges have been filed in the case, but police filed court
documents they say could form the basis for criminally -
negligent homicide charges.

An attorney for B&B Amusements, which operates the ride,
challenged statements by witnesses who said the ride was
going to fast. Robert Powell also said the legal teamm for
B&B has been unable to examine the Himalaya, which has
been impounded at the Travis County Exposition Center,
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| The lap bar on an intact car on the

Himalaya is secured in three places by
cotter pins, which should be 3/16 of
an inch, a ride operator said. Photo by
Rebecca McEntee/AA-S.

" Report: Ride's lap bar broke

Police investigation focuses
on fastening pins on Himalaya
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¥ 360 from A to Z Extensive excerpt from search warrant affidavit
¥ Search Austin 360
By Bob Banta
g American-Statesmén Staff,
. Smﬂ!;i[;me Published: March 24, 1998
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The restraining bar on a carnival’ride

Dosin Averian-Sutesnan| 1,0k away last Thursday as thefide
- operator sent the machine hurtling
Latest AP faster and faster, throwing 15-year-old
news } Leslie Lane to her death, witnesses
told detectives investigating the case.
3 Top Headlines
¥ National Lane died of head injuries after being
B World - th_rown out of car No. 19 on _the _
% Washineton Himalaya, a ride at the Austin-Travis
- asingion County Livestock Show & Rodeo.
3 Business
¥ Stock prices As family and friends buried the
¥ Technology McNeil High School sophomore on
» Entertainment Monday, police spelled out in court
¥ Sports documents what they said is the
' foundation a criminally
negligent-homicide case. No charges
were filed. ,

"We are looking at everyone who had
anything to do with that ride," said
. Austin police Sgt. Ken Cavett.
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Police, in a sworn affidavit used to
obtain a warrant to confiscate the ride

said their investigation was focusing
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said their investigation was focusing
on broken cotter keys -- thin metal
pins that are supposed to hold the
ride's restraining bars in place. At
least one customer who rode the
Himalaya before Lane did complained
that the lap bar on her car had broken
away, too, and that she stayed in the
car only by clinging to the frame of
the car, the court documents said.

After the accident, Detective Mark
Gilchrest "received several calls from
persons stating that the Himalaya had
safety problems when they rode the
ride that day," he wrote in the
affidavit. "Several of the callers stated
that the ride was being run too fast.
Others cited problems with the ride
operators not checking the lap bars
prior tosthe ride starting."

Robert Poweéll, attorney for B&B Amusments, owner of the Himalaya,
said the affidayit contains hearsay.

"You should not-dfaw any conclusions from what is stated in it," Powell
said Monday.

Meanwhile, Austin police said that inspectors from the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commissioh svould amve in Austin today to examine the
Himalaya, which has been impounded at the Travis County Exposition
Center at 7311 Decker Lane, whefedhe rodeo was held.

The federal commission studies the e¢auses of product-related injuries in
the country.

Lane died of head injuries when she wassthrgWi\from the Himalaya
about 7:20 p.m., striking a wall surrounding the ride, Her 9-year-old
brother and a 16-year-old friend in the car sufféted minor injuries.

The Himalaya

According to the police affidavit, Gilchrest and other investigators
arrived at the scene, questioned witnesses and examined car No. 19.

In the affidavit, Gilchrest describes the Himalaya as a ride that consists
of a string of cars that are attached to each other and travel along an
undulating circular track "at a rate of speed enough to create a
substantial centrifugal force."

People riding in each car are restrained by a single metal bar across their
laps. The metal cotter pins attach the lap bar to each side of the car.

3/25/98 8:22 AM




Austin 360: News: Report: Ride's lap bar broke http://www.Austin360.com/news/03march/24/ride24 htm

The lap bar is also connected
to the car by a locking device

. on the top left side of the car,
Gilchrest said.

The detective said that during
Lane's ride, the lap bar came
loose from car No. 19 "at all
three points of attachment."

He said the lap bar was ‘ _
gjected from the car along Police watch the grounds near the Himalaya
ith L ride, which is fenced in and covered with
Wi ane. plastic, at the Austin-Travis County
) . Livestock Show & Rodeo. On Thursday,
Gilchrest said that when he Leslie Lane, 15, was thrown from car No. 19
examined the car, pieces of a and died. Witnesses say the lap bar broke
cotter pin were visible on the away. Photo by Rebecca McEntee/AA-S.

floor of the car.

In"the affidavit, Gilchrest says that Detective Marcelino Gonzales
interviéwed the operator of the ride, Joshua Johnson, who told Gonzales
thatghe cotter keys that hold the lap bar may have been too small for the
weight of the passengers.

"Johnson stated'that they are supposed to use 3/16th (of an inch) size
cotter keys, but someétimes they use smaller ones because some of the
holes the keys go indre not big enough for 3/16th keys," Gilchrest said
in the affidavit.

Austin police Detective-Wayne DeMoss interviewed a rider named Erin
Thompson, who said she r6d€ the Himalaya shortly before Lane was
killed, according to the affidavit.

Thompson told DeMoss that whilg.ghe was on the Himalaya, the bottom
of the lap bar broke off on the car Thontpson was riding, causing the bar
to rise. _

In the affidavit, Thompson said she kept from béing thrown from the car
by holding onto part of the seat frame.

She said a friend riding in the car with her kept calling to the ride
operators that the lap bar was broken but the operators did not stop the
ride.

After the ride finally stopped, the affidavit said, Thompson told one of
the operators that the lap bar was broken. She said an operator looked at
the bar, and the ride was then loaded for another round and continued to
operate.

DeMoss also interviewed a witness named Lemarcus Henderson,
according to the affidavit. DeMoss said Henderson was on the ride at the
time Lane was on the Himalaya.

Henderson told DeMoss that he heard the operator of the ride ask people
in the cars whether they wanted to go faster.

Henderson said everyone on the ride started to scream and the ride

3/25/98 8:22 AM
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speeded up. Henderson told DeMoss that after the Himalaya increased
speed, he heard a loud noise that sounded like a gunshot, the ride
operator slowed the cars, and Henderson saw a girl lying on the ground.

"The use of cotter pins that were too small to keep the lap bar in place
created an unsafe restraint system," Gilchrest said in his affidavit. "This
was known by operators of the Himalaya ride prior to the incident."

B&B response

Powell, the lawyer for B&B Amusements, challenged statements by
witnesses in the affidavit who said the ride was going too fast.

"My question is: 'How fast is that?' " said Powell. "They are not telling
us what the speed was, so it is difficult to respond.”

The attomney said the legal team representing B&B Amusements has
been unable topexamine the Himalaya.

"We are waiting(to see the evidence ourselves," Powell said.

The company was sued at least 15 times in California between 1983 and
1993 after patrons werg/injured on rides it owned.

The Himalaya ride has been invelved in other accidents, according to
newspaper reports. In March 4997, two brothers were seriously hurt
after being thrown from a Florida company's Himalaya when its
restraining bar snapped open. A'Floridd state inspector said a metal rod
shaped like a diaper pin that fastenedthebar to the ride was evidently
stepped on, causing the bar to release: _

-‘Rosemary Lehmberg, first assistant for the Travis County district

attorney's office, said state law allows authorities to-file criminal charges
against corporations if an offense is committed by someone acting on
behalf of the corporation.

Crniminally negligent homicide is punishable by a statévail térm from
180 days to two years and a fine of up to $10,000.

Lehmberg said the law covers acts "authorized, requested, performed or
recklessly tolerated by a majority of the governing board or a high
managerial agent acting in behalf of the corporation.”

A funeral

At Cook Walden/Capital Parks Funeral Home in Pflugerville, Lane's.
baby-blue coffin was covered with a spray of blue, red, pink and yellow
flowers. It rested at the front of the room as hundreds of people filled the
pews and aisles.

"Questions still go unanswered as to why such a tragedy had to take
place," said the Rev. Ed Humphrey of the First Baptist Church at Wells
Branch. "All I can say is this: 'There is a season and a time to every
purpose under heaven. A time to be born and a time to die,' " he said,
quoting from the third chapter of Ecclesiastes.

3/25/98 8:22 AM
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i il @reased when delivered: for kmonths running, must berecharged every 4 months use
RS _.mﬂmomm with fusion point 2s0°C. (1GoL Compound) (2 +o 3 talde spoous) N
, "7 v case of dissassembling the reducer clean the paris withh petrol ( waich oud for impurities
-7 in the bollbearings) . |

. Check the state of the paulstra joints S 5t and $523, never remount adamagea Jont

.. mo\. .._uulmnm._a_.._.woiw when remounhing

The ball bearings S Sos, 6507, 5 S1o, 8524, must be lighily greased with compound before
.asgsmsmnmsmqmﬂ HI a _ommz._\% 83%.&&@. __ .
- The .onf_w ioluts SS{6 and 5623 must be Ewmimg_ condition immerse the joiuts iu ol
belore remounting ,check the deanliness and polish of their bearing ovthe planetry gear
5504 and ‘ghalt 6512 . . |

Before replacing the sealing plate & St4 grease the Crown and the piviious . Do s.n,uloﬂQQ
the paper ,_.o:i 8520 Gm*o%mm ﬂm}.sm mmmomﬁorw.

39/ Grease leaks

e

eitner paulsira joint 5623 L deteriorated or worv out)
or tigntening screw S521 Umscrewed

- ‘'or  paper jout 5520 destreyed or non xisting
or  hlling plug joint 839 squashed
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